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{Abstract)

Church and State in John Calvin and
Richard Sibbes

Sungjin Chang
(Baekseok Arts University, Systematic Theology)

The purpose of this article is to show how John Calvin and Richard
Sibbes understand the relationship between church and state in
their political situations. The King of England where Richard
Sibbes lived had both political and religious powers. Sibbes as a
pastor of Englican Church tried to make sure that church has her
own authority in the proclamation of the words of God and the
practice of sacraments whereas he let the king have power in the
church discipline, Sibbes, however, acknowledged the limitation
of the practice of church discipline by the king., He understood
the imperfect state of church discipline as a result of God's non—
intervention in the churches in his time, for God is the mildest
king of the kings who has great patience in order to wait for the
repentance of the churches,

John Calvin's attitude to the relationship between church and state
is different from that of Richard Sibbes in that he thought a king or
an organization should not have both political and religious powers,
It means that he did not accept the idea that the state has her right
of church discipline, According to Calvin state is not just an human

organization but a divine institution established by God for God’s
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work in the world,

Key Words : John Calvin, Church, State, Richard Sibbes, Church

Discipline.
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